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As a new semester has started, the 
newsletter team had the idea of 
conducting an interview with Dr. 
Fereidoon Shafiei, School Principal.  
 
1- What are the objectives of the 
Sunday school for this year?  

Islam, as a religion, gives its followers’ confidence, a sense 
of pride and therefore identity if practiced in a right way. 
This year’s objective and goal is to instill Islamic identity in 
our students. We will use different approaches to reach this 
goal; this will include but not limited to increasing their 
Islamic knowledge through interactive activities at the 
school and at home.  
 
The emphasis this year will therefore be on Islamic 
education and manners in an interactive way. We will also 
continue teaching Arabic language as a valuable tool, which 
will ultimately help us reach our goal. Quran will be taught 
as well with the emphasis on the meaning and its implication 
in our daily life with some practices insha’allah. 

 

• Support is needed! 

 

• Hadith of the month  

 

• Business Showcase 

 

• Community 
Awareness  

 

• Star Students 

 

 

Al Madinah Newsletter 
AlNoor Sunday School  

 

Newsletter Team:  
• Sr. Tahira Abdul-Rahman   

Editor In Chief  
• Sr. Riham Hassan 

Editor  

Inside Interview with the Principal!! 
                  By: Sr. Riham Hassan 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor [Issue] :: [Date] 

2 

Al Madinah  Issue #4, Nov 1st, 2011 

 
“There are no days during which righteous deeds are more beloved 
to Allah than these ten days. The companions asked: not even jihad 
in the cause of Allah? The Messenger of Allah replied: Not even 
jihad in the cause of Allah except for the one who went to fight 
taking himself and his wealth but did not return with either of them.” 
(Bukhari and Tirmidhi.) 
Commentary: 
It’s that time of the year again, the last month of the lunar calendar for the year 1432 
after the Hijrah of the Prophet Muḥammad, ṣallallāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam. This is the 
time when more than two million people from all around the globe will be meeting 
together for at least five days in the plains of Makkah, Mina, ‘Arafah and Muzdalifah 
to perform their sacred journey to Makkah, known to us as al-Hajj, the pilgrimage. 
What bonds them together? One thing: al-Islam. The good deeds performed during 
these ten days are most rewarded, more than any other time of the year. 

Masjid Al Noor Committee 

Hadith of the Month  

Your support is needed!! 
 
AlNoor Sunday School would like to reach out to its community with 
the list of items that the school could make use of from your kind 
donations. If you would like to donate anything, the school office is 
open every Sunday from 9:30am - 2:00pm or you are welcome to call 
or email for special arrangements. 
 
Donation Items: 
1. A shredder to shred any unused 
school supplies that may have private 
information or Allah's name on it 
2. A heavy duty photocopying machine 
(color or black & white) 
3. Baby changing station for the 
daycare 
4. Children's activity tables and chairs  
5. Laminating machine 
6. CD players  
7. DVD player 
8. Projector and projector screen 
9. Costumes that could be used for 
future plays 
 

10. Art & craft supplies 
11. Heavy duty pencil sharpeners 
12. Magazine holders 
13. Pencil holders for the classrooms 
14. Book ends for the library (to stabilize 
the books in place) 
15. Laptop 
16. Desktop computer 
17. School stationery (pens, pencils, 
eraser, rulers, paper, colors. etc) 
18. Recycling bins 
19. Folders 
20. Labels 
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Business Showcase: Dollar Mania and More 
        By: Sr. Tahira Abdul-Rahman 
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The newsletter staff will provide a spotlight on a fellow Muslim who is a business owner 
and entrepreneur.  Sometimes we see the “Glory” but don’t know the “Story”.   This 
article gives a view of the Story behind “ Dollar Mania” and its growth. 
 
When he was 18 years old, Brother Riad Musa left his country of Palestine and went to 
live in Puerto Rico with family.  He lived there from 1971-1982. In 1982, Brother Musa 
moved to New Jersey and opened his first business – a clothing store.  The business 
was profitable for a while but then business slowed down. Brother Musa said “He had 
no choice but to go and find something else” Some friends advised me to move to the 
South because the rent was cheaper and people were more hospitable” Musa said.  In 
1998, he decided to move to Shreveport because his friends told him Shreveport was a 
good city to live in. 
 
In 1998, Brother Musa established “Dollar Mania” on Hollywood Avenue.  Since that 
time he has opened other Dollar Mania stores, a “Furniture Mania” store and will be 
opening a “Seafood Mania” in the near future. 
 
Brother Musa has 7 children, 5 sons and 2 daughters.  His sons started growing up and 
began to help him in the business. Each one of his sons now works at one of the family 
businesses. 
 
Brother Musa’s philosophy about life and business is inspiring to Muslims, Non-
Muslims, Students and Business Entrepreneurs.  He said “ Be ready to work hard and 
with Allah’s help you will be a success.  Be honest with yourself as well as the people, 
treat people good and people will come to your business” 
 
Brother Musa encouraged others to “not give up and to keep trying.   If not a success at 
first sometimes you have to try something different.  But keep trying and keep doing 
the right thing.  Allah will help you and you will be a success. ”Brother Musa further 
stated, “Do your best and Allah will help you as long as you are doing the right thing.  
Don’t cheat anybody.  Allah is watching you.  Even if the people cannot see you Allah 
knows what you are doing.” 
 
Brother Musa and his family are active members of Shreveport/ Bossier Muslim 
Community.  His daughters are on the staff of the Sunday School, his grandchildren 
attend the Sunday School. 
 
       May Allah continue to bless Brother Musa and his family for their good deeds.  
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        On November 19th voters will go to the 
polls to determine the successful candidates 
for various positions.   Also, on the ballot will 
be “Amendment 1”. It is an amendment to the 
Louisiana Constitution that will prevent city, 
parish and state governments from adding 
any new real estate taxes when a buyer or 
seller purchases or sells a residential or 
commercial property. 
 
To vote FOR Amendment #1 is to Vote FOR NO NEW TAXES.   
Sometimes we think that to vote against new taxes we have to vote no.   
But the way this amendment is written voters must vote for 
amendment #1 on November 19th to avoid any new taxes on real 
estate sales. It is estimated that new taxes could be as high as 3% of 
the sales price on a property.  For a $100,000 property a buyer or 
seller could pay as much as $3,000 more for a transfer tax if 
amendment #1 is not approved. 
Whether you own your home or have commercial or investment 
property a real estate transfer tax could cost you or your family and 
friends more money in the future.  It could prevent a buyer from 
purchasing a property that you want to sell. The Louisiana REALTORS 
Association is aware of how a transfer tax can negatively affect the 
public and is supporting voting FOR Amendment #1. 
 
As a real estate Broker, I am asking everyone to vote For Amendment 
#1 and to encourage your family, friends, and customers to vote FOR 
amendment #1 on November 19, 2011.  For more information visit 
www.staytaxfree.com or contact Sister Tahira Abdul-Rahman at (318) 
840-4916 or (318) 425-2707.   
               Sister Tahira Abdul-Rahman, REALTOR, BROKER 
               Tahira & Associates Realty, Inc. 

Community Awareness! ! ! 

Al Madinah  Issue #4, Nov 1st, 2011 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Issue [#] :: [Date] 

5 

 

Star Students 
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PreK class - Sr Zahra Nasser  (TA:  Amaal Alwadi) 
ALYSA Amjad Bayatena 
 

Level 1 – Dr Anas Kayal: EHAB Ali 
 

Level 2 – Sr Batool Babelli (TA: Suhad Salamah) 
ASEEL AlKhattab 
 

Level 3A – Sr Saadia Fadallah: NAWAL Jamal Musa 
 

Level 3B – Dr Hany Sakr: ALI AlWadi 
 

Level 4A – Sr Manal AlWadi (TA: Jamileh Musa) 
ANWAAR AlKhatib    
 

Level 4B – Br Waiel Shihadeh: MOUSA SUHAIL 
GAZAWANEH. 
 
Level 5A – Sr Randa Eshaq: BAYAN AlWadi 
 

Level 5B – Br Moayad Jamhour: MONATSER Jameel 
Nasser 
 

Level 6A – Dr Sarwat, Sr Heba, Sr Felastine: SHEREN 
ISSA   
 

Level 6B – Sh Rafiqul Islam: AMIR Issa 
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 Continued from page 1  
 
2. What are the new activities that you plan to do during this 
year? 
Well, this year will be a more interactive one with more hands 
on activities. Alhamdulillah, this year we enjoy having several 
new staff members with new ideas. We have opened two new 
classes, Pre-K and teachers’ assistant class. There will also be 
more resources available for the teachers to help them to have 
more interactive sessions. There is a plan to start a Nasheed 
group for the students. We will also continue with last year’s 
activities such as weekly soccer practice, filed trips, and Quran 
competition as well. It will be an exciting year insha’allah. 
 
3. What are the lessons learned from the last year? 
Well a lot. Alhamdullillah we feel we gained a lot of experience 
last year that we can utilize them wisely this year insha’allah.  
The most important ones, we were introduced to the families in 
the community. We learned that education and especially 
Islamic education is an ongoing process and requires a lot of 
effort and dedication both from school staff and parents.  
 
4. How the community can contribute to the success of the 
Sunday school?  
We welcome all volunteers in the community and basically 
anyone who feels they can help the school one way or the other. 
Parents can contribute by assuring and helping their children do 
their homework. We welcome new ideas and inputs from the 
community as well. School will also benefit from financial 
support and donations insha’allah as we have many projects that 
require financial support. 
 
5. Are there any changes in the school policies? If yes, what 
are they? Yes. This semester insha’allah we will apply new 
policies to assure students are up-to-date with their homework 
and to assure timely attendance at the school. There are also 
some behavioral policies that will be practiced this semester.  
 
6. What is your advice for parents in order to have a 
successful year? Parents have a great role in their children’s 
education. I advice encouraging the children to finish the 
homework. Three hours of education per week is certainly not 
sufficient without the education and practice at home. I believe 
the education at Sunday school is extremely valuable and vital to 
our children. I also advice parents to be proactive and take 
positive steps towards their child(ren)’s education. We are 
available to receive calls from them and help them in any way 
possible if they need help teaching their children. 
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