
 

 

Dear community members and parents; 
 
Assalamo Alaikum; 
 
With the grace of Allah SWT we have already started the 
second year of Sunday school activity. Our learning 
experience last year was remarkable and Alhamdulillah 
that through the school participation many students, 
teachers, volunteers and community members got 
introduced to each other and a relationship within the 
community was established. A healthy community is the 
one that its members share happy and sad moments 
together and visit each other at these moments as our 
beloved prophet (PBUH) said: 
 
“The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion and 
sympathy are just like one body, When one of the limbs 
suffers, the whole body responds to it with wakefulness and 
fever", 
 
 Our school goals this year remain the same which are 

 

• Quran Competition 
and 1-yr anniversary 

  

• Share and Care  

 

• Business Showcase 

 

• The benefits of Fig 

 

• Hadith of the month 

 

• In brief  
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Share  & Care  
 

- Sr. Nadia El Atrash family will move this month to Amman, Jordan. May 
Allah make this move easy for her and her family Insh-Allah.   
 

- Masjid AlNoor potluck will be on May 7th, 2011 at 8:00 PM from 
Maghrib to Isha prayer InshAllah. Looking forward to see you all!! 

 
- Stories of prophets lectures will be on Saturdays at Masjid Yassen, 

starting May 14th, 2011 InshAllah.  
 

- Arabic lesson for non-speakers will be every Sunday by sheikh Rafik at 
Masjid Yassen at 8:15 PM (after Maghrib prayer).  

 

Volunteers are needed!! 
 
Why Volunteer? 
 

• You can make a difference  
• You can make new friends  
• You can contribute to your community  
• You can gain new skills  

 
How to get involved? 
 
For community volunteering, please contact Br. Saeed Gazawaneh  
Phone: (318) 617-1360 
 
For school volunteering, please contact school administration  
Phone: (318) 675-0114 
Email: alnoor.sundayschool2010@gmail.com 
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Business Showcase:  
SAM’S Southern Eatery 

Assalamo Alaikum,  
       
The newsletter staff will provide a spotlight on a fellow Muslim who is a business owner 
and entrepreneur. We ask that our Muslim community support and do business with our 
Muslim Entrepreneurs. This week our Showcase spotlights Sam’s Southern Eatery. 
 
       Sam’s Southern Eatery is a restaurant owned by the Gazawaneh Brothers. It has grown 
from one restaurant to 13 restaurants in two years.  Sam’s (as it is popularly called) is well 
known for its tasty food and generous servings that customers receive when they purchase 
a meal or sandwich. Sam’s is named after the oldest brother Saed. 
 
       The Brothers, Saed, Raed, Tamer, Muhammad, their sisters Raeda, Rowida and their 
parents are from Jerusulam.  The first business venture for the family was a Gas Station/ 
Convenience Store.   Alhumdulilah the business was very successful.  But Sam and his 
Brothers wanted a business that would not require that they sell liquor or pork.  They sold 
the Convenience Store/Gas Station and purchased a car dealership. 
 
      The new venture was growing but one day due to a heavy rainstorm all the cars on the 
car lot flooded.   They did not have flood insurance so they didn’t get reimbursed for their 
loss and the business closed. Allah guided Sam and his brothers to open their first Sam’s 
Southern Eatery on Jewella.  Through hard work and the mercy of Allah the business has 
grown tremendously. 
 
      Brother Saed and his brothers are accepting business partners if anyone is interested in 
investing in the restaurant business under the banner of Sam’s Southern Eatery. Brother 
Saed and his family are very strong supporters of Masjid Noor and the Muslim Sunday 
School.  Alhumdulilah, Brother Saed paid for the cost of printing our first newsletter and 
coordinates the noon lunch for the children at the Muslim School.  
 
       In his humble way, Brother Saed described what others say about the success of he and 
his brothers’ business.  He stated that people say that it is easy to own your own business. 
However, it takes prayers, faith in Allah, the mercy of Allah and hard work to have a 
successful business. 
 
      JAK to Brother Saed and the Gazawaneh family.  May Allah continue to bless them for 
their good deeds.  
 
Wealaikom El Salam warahmato Allah wabarakato  
 
                                                                                          Sr. Tahira Abdul-Rahman 
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Sunday School Day Care 
 
As a service to our teachers at the Sunday school, we have a Day Care Center for the 
children (infants and toddlers).  This allows our teachers to focus on their classroom 
activities while their children are being cared for in the Day Care Center. Alhumdulilah, 
we have the assistance of several volunteers that make these efforts possible. The 
staff of the Day Care consists of Sister Tahira Abdul-Rahman (Day Care Coordinator) 
and Sister Shireen Hasan (Assistant Coordinator).  Other parents such as Sisters 
have volunteered on an as needed basis.  We also have had the assistance of some 
of our teen-age girls that have volunteered for brief periods of time.  
 
We want to thank all those who have volunteered their time, skills and knowledge to 
help make the Day Care Center a success. We also thank our administrators for the 
foresight in offering this service to our teachers.  We strive to keep our youngest 
Muslims comfortable and engaged in learning activities while their parents are 
teaching. If anyone would like to volunteer their services or donate toys for infants and 
toddlers, please contact the school administration. Crayons, puzzles, coloring books 
are just a few suggestions of items that we can always use at the Day Care Center. 
 
Jazakom Allah Khir 
The Day Care Staff 
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Hadith of the Month!! 
 
Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah (PBUH) 
said, "Wealth does not diminish by giving Sadaqah (charity), Allah augments the 
honor of one who forgives; and one who serves another seeking the pleasure of Allah, 
Allah will exalt him in ranks,'' [Muslim].  

 
 Commentary: 

 
Apparently giving in Sadaqah (charity) decreases wealth, but Allah fairly compensates 
an alms-giver by increasing his wealth. Otherwise, he is sure to receive the best 
recompense in the Hereafter, which will make good his loss. Or, Allah blesses the rest 
of his wealth in such a way that the sense of loss is removed from his mind.  
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Quran Competition and 1-Year Anniversary  

Al Noor Sunday school has celebrated its 1-year 
anniversary and first Quran competition with all 
students and parents on March 20th, 2011. 
Everyone has enjoyed a well-prepared program. 
A lovely Quran recitation was the best opening for 
the day. Then, the Quran competition has started 
by introducing the judges, Dr. Fereidoon Shafiei 
and Dr. Hany Sakr.  During the day, Sr. Riham 
Hassan students presented a play called “The 
Beautiful Island” and Sr. Manal Alwadi students 
presented a play called “The Old King”. Both 
plays had a moral message. Also, Sr. Saadia 
Fadlallah’s class presented a lovely nasheed in 
Arabic called “ Al Hawas Al Khams” or the five 
senses. By the end of the day, prizes were 
presented to the winners in the Quran 
competition.  
 
1st Place Winners 
Level A (ages 5-7):  LENA ZEIDAN  
Level A (ages 8-11): MALAK ALWADI  
Level B : HAFID ALGAHIM 
Level C: MARIA AWWAD    
Level D:  N/A 
Level E: KHUBAIB ISLAM 
 
2ND Place winners 
Level A: ZAKI KHATTAB 
Level B: NAWAL GAZAWANEH 
Level C: MOHAMMED SAED GAZAWANEH 
 

3rd Place Winners 
Level A:  NOOR ALGAHIM 
Level B:  HUZAIFA ISLAM 
Level C:  SAFAN MALIK 
 
Special thanks to Sr. Nadia El Atrash for all her 
efforts and sincere dedication.  
 
Looking forward for a more prosperous future for 
this community and for the Sunday school.    
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Survival Tips for Today’s Real 
Estate Market  

 

Are you a real estate investor?  Have you purchased 
or thinking about purchasing real estate property?  
Many people lost money during the economic 
recession. If you are an investor here are some tips 
for Landlords and Managing Your Property: 

1. Have prospective tenants complete a Rental 
Application. 

2. Do a credit and background check on 
applicants 

3. Check references especially Past Landlord 
references 

4. Have tenants sign a lease agreement.  Have 
your lawyer review your lease 
Agreement 

5. Complete a Walk Through Inspection prior to 
tenants moving in.  Use a checklist to be sure 
that you cover all-important areas. 

6. Perform periodic walk Through Inspections on 
your rental Units when they are 
Occupied. 

7. Maintain your property and make repairs 
promptly  

8. Work to keep tenants and avoid losing tenants 
when possible 

9. Know when to evict a tenant and the correct 
eviction process to follow. 
 

If you have questions regarding Property 
Management or any other real estate issues feel free 
to contact Sister Tahira Abdul-Rahman., REALTOR, 
Broker, Tahira & Associates Realty, Inc. 
 
Phone: (318) 425-2707 
Email: tahira5957@cs.com 

Al Madinah  Issue #2, May 1st, 2011 



 

 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Issue [#] :: [Date] 

7 

 

Continued from page 1 

instilling Islamic character in our children through Islamic 
education, practicing Islamic manners and learning Arabic 
language in order to be able to recite and comprehend Quran. 
As we progress however, we work up to a higher standard. 
With the help of Allah SWT, we will strive this year to provide 
Islamic environment for our children through which they can 
grow and develop Islamic identity.  
 
This year insha’allah we are planning to increase hands on 
activities for students including soccer practice, special 
activities for the girls and summer camp. The value of parents’ 
contribution to the school cannot be overemphasized. Parents 
need to create an Islamic environment at home and Sunday 
school can play the role of reinforcement. If we manage to 
instill the love of Allah SWT and our beloved prophet (PBUH) in 
our children’s hearts and give them a true Muslim identity, we 
have achieved our primary goal. 
 
 As we live in a non-Muslim society, without a strong Muslim 
identity our children’s faith will be insecure and subject to 
altercation. We have all seen or heard some unfortunate 
examples across the nation. The primary responsibility 
however is on the parents’ shoulder, and Sunday school or any 
Islamic school does not take this responsibility off the parent’s 
shoulder. As Allah SWT says: 
 
Oh you who believe! Save yourself and your families from the 
Fire of Hell (66:6) 
 
As parents you can help with the Islamic Education by keeping 
track of the work done in the classes and making sure that your 
children keep up with the work. By bringing children to Sunday 
School in a timely manner and by showing concern and interest 
in your child’s Islamic Education. This can be summarized by 
making our children’s Islamic education a priority in our lives.  
Sunday school teachers and staff can assist you greatly to 
achieve this goal insha’allah.  
 
If any parent has any concern about or suggestion for 
improvement in the quality of our Islamic Sunday school, 
he/she should feel free to make it known to the teacher or the 
administration. We have a strong belief that with the help of 
Allah SWT and your support and assistance, we can improve 
the school together insha’allah.  
 
Wassalamu Alaikom Wa rahmatollahi Wabarakatoh 
Fereidoon Shafiei 

The Fig is mentioned in 
the Quran in Surah Al 
Teen. The science has 
proven that the fig has 
many benefits for the 
human beings:  

Benefits of Fig 

1. Lower the cholesterol 
because it contains 
Pectin, a soluble fiber.  

2. Prevent colon cancer  
3. It is good for diabetic 

patients especially the 
fig leaves.  

4. Prevent hypertension  
5. It is good for 

digestion; it helps in 
treating constipation, 
indigestion and 
stomachache.  

6. Prevent coronary 
heart disease. 

 
Subhan Allah Rab el 

Alamin  
 

Bian Al Wadi  
     Student – Sunday school  
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Islamic Association of 
Greater Shreveport  
Sunday School  
1000 Delhi st,  
Bossier City, LA 71111 
Phone: (318) 675-0114 

 
Newsletter Team  
 
Sr. Tahira Abdul Rahman……Editor in Chief  
 
Sr. Riham Hassan …………….Editor  

 Sunday School is planning to organize a bake sale and 
book fair. This will be on 20 - 22nd of May 2011 InshAllah. 
The proceeds will benefit the Sunday school.  
 

 Sunday School has started an arts and crafts class for girls 
every Sunday after school under the supervision of Sr. 
Sajidah . 
 

 Soccer practice for boys is going to be every Saturday at 
4:30 PM under the supervision of Br. Ibrahim starting April 
30, 2011. For more information, please contact school 
administration.  

 

 There will be a summer camp for school students in June 
and July.  For more information, please contact school 
administration  

In Brief  
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